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The Trustless Manifesto



What
Trustlessness 
means

…

A system is trustless when any honest participant can join, verify, and 
act without permission and without fear.

This requires:

1. Self-sovereignty — each user authorizes their own actions; no one acts on their 
behalf.

2. Verifiability — anyone can confirm what happened from public data.

3. Censorship resistance — any valid action can be included, within a reasonable 
timeframe and without undue cost.

4. Walkaway test — if one operator disappears or misbehaves, another can step in 
without approval.

5. Accessibility — participation must be within reach of ordinary users, not only 
experts with servers and capital.

6. Transparency of incentives — participants are governed by protocol rules, not 
private contracts or opaque APIs.

Remove any of these, and the system drifts from protocol to platform — from neutral 
ground to private property.

…



Who signed the Trustless Manifesto?

With which wallet? 
And which RPC told it your nonce, the gas price, and the contract state?
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Trustless Protocol, Trusted Wallet
“Hosted RPCs are the default.” — The Trustless Manifesto

The wallet asks Typical call

Balances and state eth_getBalance, eth_getStorageAt

Contract reads eth_call

History and events eth_getLogs

Transaction preparation eth_getTransactionCount, eth_estimateGas

Simulation a remote simulation API

Every answer is 
believed, not 
verified.
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* inspired by Jason Chaskin
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Where Trust Leaves the Protocol

P R O T O C O L

Consensus, execution, 
state roots
Verifiable by anyone

trust boundary
I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

RPC provider, indexer, simulation API
Believed, not verified →

E D G E

Wallet and user

Sign on what they are 
told

The wallet sits on the wrong side of the line.
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Every Read Is a Confession
The same boundary leaks what you are about to do

The wallet asks The provider learns

Balances of your addresses What you hold, and that the addresses belong together

Positions and allowances Your protocols and counterparties

Pool and route queries What you are about to trade, and when

Simulation of a pending transaction Your full intent, before it exists on-chain

No transaction needed. The provider sees every query it receives, and patterns reveal more than facts.
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Three Laws at the Edge

No critical secrets

“No step of a protocol should depend on 
private information held by a single actor —
except the user themselves.”

Wallet today: holds. Keys stay with the user.

No indispensable 
intermediaries

“Anyone who forwards, executes, or attests 
must be replaceable by any other participant 
following the same rules.”

Wallet today: the RPC is swappable, but its 
answers are trusted.

No unverifiable outcomes

“Every effect on state must be reproducible 
and checkable from public data.”

Wallet today: balances, calls and 
simulations are taken on faith.

Verification and read privacy belong in the protocol, not in the infrastructure.
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Colibri: Verify What You Read
Stateless verification: no full node, no synced state, embedded in any wallet

U N T R U S T E D

Any RPC
Data plus proofs. Could be 
lying.

→

C O L I B R I  ·  I N  T H E  W A L L E T

Execution proofs
Accounts, storage, code, receipts against the state root

Consensus proofs
The block is canonical, down to a ZK sync proof of ≈350 
bytes

→
Verified 
data
Regardless of where it 
came from.
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Verified regardless of the source. And optionally private, too.
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Execute at the Edge
eth_call and simulation, computed locally on Colibri-verified state

eth_call or unsigned tx
to · value · calldata

Verified state
every slot it touches, with a proof

→ Local EVM
in the wallet

→

Return values
for eth_call

Transfers
ETH, tokens, NFTs

Approvals
who may spend

State changes
incl. delegatecalls

The wallet stops asking what will happen. It computes it.

D E V C O N  8  ·  M U M B A I    /    T H E  W A L L E T  I S  T H E  N E W  T R U S T  B O U N D A R Y 1 2  /  2 2



0 x 0 7   /   V E R I F Y  B E F O R E  Y O U  S I G N

From Effects to Intent
Verified data is not yet a verified decision

U S E R  I N T E N T

Swap 1 ETH →
USDC

L O C A L L Y  S I M U L A T E D  E F F E C T S  ( E X A M P L E )

Effect Matches intent?

−1 ETH from your wallet Yes, expected

+USDC to your wallet Yes, expected

approve(USDT, 0x7a3…, unlimited) No, unexpected

0.05 ETH sent to 0x7a3… No, unexpected

Bybit had valid signatures and a lying display. The question is not “is this valid?” but “is this what I meant?”
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Let AI Explain, Not Verify
Deterministic facts first. Probabilistic interpretation second.

D E T E R M I N I S T I C

What is true
Proofs and the EVM: verified state, executed effects. 
Reproducible.

P R O B A B I L I S T I C

What it means
A small domain model and rules: explanation, risk signal, 
recommendation.

Running in the wallet, not in the cloud: otherwise, we just built a new trust boundary.
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Small Models, Narrow Expertise
Frontier quality on one task, small enough to run in the wallet

Frontier LLM

Explaining transactions Strong

Everything else Strong

Size and location Huge, in a data center

New trust boundary Yes, a remote provider
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Your wallet doesn’t need a model that writes poems and knows every celebrity breakup from 
the tabloids. It needs one that knows what this calldata does to your money.



0 x 0 A   /   T R A I N I N G  T H E  D S L M

From Chain to Model
Verified facts in, explanations out: training data built from what actually ran
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D E T E R M I N I S T I C  ·  V E R I F I E D  B Y  C O L I B R I T E A C H E R S T U D E N T

01

Collect
Real transactions, 
straight from the 

chain

→ tx set

02

Verify
Colibri proofs for 
state, code and 

receipts

→ verified state

03

Simulate
Re-execute in the 

local EVM

→ effects

04

Check code
Source from Sourcify, 

compile, match the 
bytecode hash

→ verified source

05

Hot path
Find the executed 

path, extract only the 
relevant code

→ focused context

06

Explain
Strong frontier models 

explain effects and 
code

→ training data

07

Retrain
A small local model, 
e.g. Qwen 2.5, fine-
tuned on that data

→ domain SLM

The frontier model teaches once, offline. The domain SLM explains every transaction, locally.
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Wallet + Colibri: The Verification Engine

P R O T O C O L

Source of truth

→

I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Any RPC, untrusted 
transport

→

W A L L E T  +  C O L I B R I  ·  T H E  N E W  T R U S T  B O U N D A R Y

Verify
Colibri proofs

Execute
Colibri local EVM

Read privately
Optional, via PAP

Decide
TSA on Colibri, local SLM

Infrastructure becomes transport. Colibri moves trust to where the user decides.
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Prover (optional)



Live Demo

A wallet with Colibri: from verified read to verified decision.

Verify  → Execute  → Explain  → Decide

https://playground.colibri-proof.tech/
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CROPS Starts at the Edge
“Ethereum must, above all, remain censorship resistant, open source, private, and secure.”

CR
Censorship resistance
Any RPC is replaceable, 
because none has to be 
trusted.

O
Open source
Colibri: verification you can 
audit and run yourself.

P
Privacy
Read privacy as a protocol 
capability, not an app feature.

S
Security
Verify reads, execution and 
intent before signing.

The protocol delivers CROPS to the chain. A wallet with a stateless client like Colibri delivers it to the user.
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AT THE EDGE.



G E T  I N V O L V E D

Try Colibri
Whitepaper

whitepaper.colibri-stateless.tech

Specification

specification.colibri-stateless.tech

GitHub Repository

repository.colibri-stateless.tech

corpuscore.tech X: @CorpusCoreHQ · @ColibriClient





Thank you
very much!

Steffen Kux
Co-CEO & Co-Founder, corpus.core
https://corpuscore.tech




